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Taylor earns high grade
U.S News and World
Report Ranked Taylor
in top 3 in Midwest
BY ASHLEY SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
aylor scores high on this year's
T
U.S. News and World Report
survey, “America's Best Colleges.”

Taylor ranked third in the Midwest
region of Comprehensive CollegesBachelor's behind St. Mary's
College, Ind. and Calvin College,
Mich. St. Norbert College (WI)

ranked fourth while Ohio Northern
University and Otterbein (Ohio) tie
for fifth.
“We are pleased to once again
have the quality of Taylor's Upland
campus program recognized by
U.S. News and World Report,” said
Dr. David Gyertson in a statement
this summer. “I am particularly
thankful for the dedication of our
faculty, administration and support
services personnel who invest
themselves both personally and
professionally in the lives of our
outstanding students.”

Taylor ranked highly for its average graduation rate, freshman retention rate and alumni
giving rate.
Other factors related to Taylor's
ranking included the percentage
of students from the top 25 percent
of their high school class, the
percentage of classes on campus
with fewer than 20 students, the
percentage of full-time faculty and
Taylor's faculty-to-student ratio
(14-1), according to the Taylor
Web site.
Taylor was also ranked as a “best

buy” based on the school’s overall
quality and the net cost for students
after receiving financial aid.
“Through effective fiscal controls, an exceptionally generous
constituency of alumni and friends
and the conscientious stewardship
of our Board of Trustees, faculty
and staff, Taylor University
provides a life-transforming educational experience to young people
at a reasonable cost,” Gyertson said.
It also presented the highest graduation rate in the Midwest
making it second in the nation.

In the past seven years, the survey has ranked Taylor in the top
three in at least one area each year.
Taylor has been ranked 16 times
over the life of the survey.
U.S. News and World Report
publishes a national survey yearly
ranking 324 comprehensive colleges around the North, South,
Midwest and West regions of the
United States.
For more information on the survey and other rankings, visit U.S.
News and World Report online at
usnews.com.

Move brings challenges for Res halls
BY ASHLEY SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
ou traveled down the highway,
Y
passed the cornfields, and
some more cornfields, to this spot
in Upland we call Taylor
University. Around 486 new students from all over the country and
the world are coming to study with
other students returning on Sunday.
The quiet town of Upland once
again transforms into a buzzing college town when the 1800 plus students return.
Alarm clocks will be sounding,
the bell tower will be ringing and
students will once again be filling
the campus sidewalks and the
dorms.
But not all students will be enjoying the comfort of a normal dorm
room this year.
Because of an excess amount of
students enrolled this year, the
housing director, Lori Slater, chose
to put some students in the dorm
lounges.
Around 16 women will be placed
in the study lounges of Olson for an
indefinite period of time until other
accommodations can be made for
them.
“We plan for this to be a temporary solution,” Slater said. “I think it
would change by mid year, but it
could be for the [whole] semester.”
With the enrollment numbers constantly changing, the resident directors in Olson do not know
how many students will be in the
lounges or how many will be in
each lounge.

Each lounge can hold up to four
students each containing four beds
and four wardrobes. One room
even contains a kitchenette.
“There are a lot of things that are
exciting about the [rooms]," said
Shelley Casbarro, first year hall
director in Olson. "I've always
joked that they are the largest
rooms on campus, with lots of windows.”
It may prove to be an easy adjustment for these new Olson women.
Along with prior knowledge that
they are going to live in the lounges,
the women also received half off
their room and board, said Amy
Wong, second center P.A.
But whether you live in a dorm
room or in the lounges, moving into
college can be an unnerving experience for anyone.
“Give yourself time to adjust.
Seek out friendships," Casbarro
said. "Just be patient and take time
for the adjustment period."
Welcome Weekend, an event
beginning today, is an event to help
with this adjustment period.
“We're excited about it," said
Mike Hammond, director of leadership development. “It'll be a really good experience. There's a lot of
good interactive time.”
Special events throughout the
weekend include Saturday night's
BBQ dinner and a square dance
that will take place outside in the
gym parking lot, weather permitting. Sunday's events include visits
to faculty homes and an ice cream
social in the afternoon.
“We've got
big plans,"
Hammond said.

photo by Matt Wissman

Sophomore Becky Hargrave moves into her room Thursday night. She arrived early on campus to help with Welcome Weekend.
Hargrave is a D.A. on third Gerig.

If you’re looking for a job...
ETC Service Representative-Lab
Job Description: Working in the
lab in the ETC. Requires attention
to customer needs and service first
and foremost, heavy computer
skills, attention to details regarding
customer job orders and progress.
Contact: Steve Curtis x4667

photo by Matt Wissman

Freshmen will live in the study lounges on 2C and 3C Olson. The
lounges will act as rooms till another solution is found.

Phonathon Caller
Job Description: Calling Taylor
alumni in the evenings Monday
through Thursday. Required skills
include the ability to engage in
conversation over the phone using
strong communication and listening skills.
Contact: David Ritchie x5397

Ad Manager
Job Description: Contact area businesses to sell ads for each issue of
The Echo. Send out invoices.
Follow up on sales. Track sales
using Quicken software.
Contact: Megan Elder x5359

Games Control Staff
Job Description: Supervision of
Student Union facility, maintenance of clean environment and in
charge of all rental equipment.
Contact: Steve Austin x5104

Computer Lab Supervisor
Job Description: Assist users in
Reade and Zondervan computer
labs, collect payment for printing,
maintain printer supplies, provide
security.
Contact: Joe Childers x5350

Public Services Assistant
Job Description: Working at various jobs around the library as
needed picking up, shelving, filing,
etc. Knowledge of the Dewey
Decimal system is .recommended.
Willingness and schedule to work
mornings is preferred.
Contact: Marsha Becker x5266

Specialty Bar Worker
Job Description: Prepares and
maintains the Specialty Bar before,
during and after meals.
Contact: Connie Magers x4679
Sorting clerk
Job Description: Sort mail.
Contact: Beverly Klepser x5219

For more job listings visit:
http://online.tayloru.edu/Admin/Jo
bOpportunities/

Enrollment hike lets freshmen
of ‘88 relive West Village
BY ASHLEY SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
n 1988, Taylor not only used
Idents,
study lounges to house excess stuthey also used a trailer park.
Like this year, the problem of an
overflowing incoming freshman
class left Taylor with no housing for
about 100 students in the 1988-89
school year. Top notch ratings
Taylor received on the U.S. News
and World Report survey resulted
in the rise in enrollment.
Their solution to the problem:
buy mobile homes to house the
students until construction ended on
a new residence hall, Bergwall.
Taylor installed 13 modular units
called West Village next to Odle

News

Gymnasium to house the excess
students.
Along with the units, Taylor
placed students in study lounges
and the guest house on campus.
But the modular homes provided a more “off-campus feel.”
Each unit had three double
rooms, one single room, carpet, two
bathrooms and a small lounge area.
All together, 91 students lived in the
units for one full school year.
The “mods,” as they were called,
had their ups and downs, but did not
remain a permanent place of residency on campus.
“As much as I like to poke fun at
it, it wasn't terrible,” said Mike
Hammond, a former resident of
West Village. “But it was hard [living there] because you weren't in

the residence halls.”
The units gave residents the
advantage of being closer to the
gymnasium and the D.C., but it
lacked in many safety issues.
According to the 1989 yearbook,
some of the units started rocking
violently one November day. All
the inhabitants of West Village
were evacuated to the gym to wait
out the storm.
Since that year, Taylor has not
used modular homes for freshmen
or any overflow students.
The thirteen modular units sat
side by side on the lawn next
to the Odle gymnasium. 91
students lived in the units for
one year in 1988-89. No such
thing has appeared on Taylor’s
campus since.

photo from 1989 Illium
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Arens tells tale of
two roommates
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Take it from me:
Advice for new
students at TU

BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR

Don't walk off with
your Taylor servant's
towel without eating
dinner/ Christmas caroling/ watching a
movie at a professor's
house.

he didn't look exactly like
S
the photograph, but Johanna
Arens immediately knew that
the girl standing in front of her
was her new roommate. Two
years later, Arens can’t wait to
again see Sarah Sarracino’s
now-familiar face because it
has become such a part of her
life. Although their friendship
is strong, Arens is quick to
point out that it didn't form
overnight.
"It comes with time," she
said. "It's an adjustment, but it's
worth it."
Although Arens had shared a
room with her sister in the past,
it was different having a roommate at Taylor.
"It's not just you in the room
anymore," she said. "You're not
going to always get your way."
Instead, Arens emphasizes the
importance of compromise and
respect. "You have to respect
each others’ belongings and
schedules without totally relinquishing to them," she says.
When conflicts come - and
they will - Arens believes in
being honest with one another
about what is going on. Since
the issues vary amongst roommates, she also advises picking
your fights. Sometimes, “It's
just not worth it," she said.
"People are more important."
She and Sarracino have learned
to read each other pretty well,
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BY MEGAN ELDER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Third year roommates Johanna Arens and Sarah Sarracino look forward to another year
of adventures sharing a room on First North English.

so they know when to back off
of an issue.
Arens has also learned to look
for the common traits that she
shares with her roommate,
rather than focusing on their
differences.
"At the beginning, the quirky
stuff can cause some tension.
But later, the quirky stuff is the
funny stuff," she says. "It helps
you appreciate [your roommate] as a person."
Arens also points out that
your roommate should not be
your only friend.
"Branch out from your roommate," she said. "Then you'll
be more thankful for them

when you go back to your
room."
As they enter their junior
year, Arens and Sarracino are
planning to room together for a
third year. As a P.A. in English
Hall, Arens had the option to
live in a single, but they decided to stay together.
"I know she'll be a big support for me…Plus, it's a lot
more fun when you're with
someone," Arens said. "And
after two years, we figured it is
not going to be an adjustment anymore."
For these two roommates,
friendship is the key. "You
learn to trust a person when

you live with them. They eventually become someone you
want to talk to and be with,"
Arens said.
She has come to especially appreciate the fun times
she and Sarracino have
shared. Over the summer,
she took a trip over the
summer to visit her roommate, traveling all the way
from Chicago to New
Jersey.
Even though that face across the
room may look completely unfamiliar, you never know what a year
-or two - can do. That stranger you
share a room with may become a
treasured friend.

Speak ‘Taylor-ese’ like a pro
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR

Ministries to coordinate spiritual activities across campus.

pland, Ind. may not exactly be a foreign country, but
Taylor students certainly speak
their own language. You’ll pick
it up quickly, but to help you
along, here’s an abridged dictionary of Taylor Terms. Once
you’ve mastered these, you’ll
sound like you’ve been at
Taylor forever!

C.C. - You’ll see the Chapel
Coordinators leading chapel
and worship teams. They also
determine the special music for
the year.

U

P.A. - Known at most schools
as
“R.A.s,”
Personnel
Assistants live on each wing or
floor of the residence halls
serving an important leadership
role. They’re the ones to go to
when you have a problem.
They also organize a variety of
floor/wing activities.
D.A. - Discipleship Assistants
work closely with the P.A. to
influence the spiritual atmosphere of a hall/wing. They’ll let
you know about Small Groups,
prayer times and other campuswide spiritual events.
Your D.C. - Not to be confused
with “The D.C.” There is only
one Discipleship Coordinator
in each residence hall. They
oversee the DAs and work
closely
with
Campus

SAC - Many fun events on
campus are organized by the
Student Activities Council.
They are responsible for such
campus favorites as My
Generation Night and the
Trojan Film Festival.
The D.C. - Not to be confused
with “Your D.C.” Around campus, Hodson Dining Commons
always gets a shortened name.
The D.C. is where you’ll eat
countless bowls of Lucky
Charms.
The Loop - Officially named
“Vayhinger Circle,” The Loop
is the mile of road circling
campus. It’s popular for jogging or for walking with that
special someone.
O Group - Formerly known as
PROBE, Orientation will help
you adjust to life at Taylor. O
Groups meet weekly and usually have a special event sometime during the semester.If

your group leader forgets to
take you out to eat, demand
reparations.

are visiting. Join the 100-Club
and try all one hundred varieties of shakes or sundaes.

T.S.O. - The Taylor Student
Organization, headed up by the
Student Body President, oversees many different offices,
including Student Senate and
SAC.

Pick-a-Date - In this unique
Taylor event, wings, floors or
teams organize a group activity. Traditionally, roommates
select your date, but in recent
years, it has taken different
forms. Remember: it’s a Picka-Date, not a Pick-a-Mate.

T.W.O. - If you’re looking for
ministry opportunities, Taylor
World Outreach is a good place
to start. T.W.O. sponsors many
different ministry venues,
including J-Term Lighthouse
Trips
and
Community
Outreach.
I.C.C. - Inter-Class Council is
responsible for planning events
for each class. It also organizes
the ever-popular Airband
which takes place in the fall.
Dr. G - Taylor’s beloved president, Dr. Gyertson, is a frequent speaker in Chapel and
pops up at various campus
events. Dr. G’s Christmas
Fandango is always a favorite
among students.
‘Hoes - If there is one thing that
Upland is famous for, it is
Ivanhoes. The restaurant is
quite popular whenever parents

Brother/Sister Floor - Guy and
girl floors and wings on campus team up to become “siblings.” Special activities are
planned and friendships are
sure to form.
Handy Andy - It may just look
like a gas station, but Handy
Andy is the late-night place to
be. Tuesday $.99 breadsticks
are always popular, as well as
the huge — and cheap — fountain drinks. The tables make it
a good place to study when
you’re sick of the dorm.
Walmart - It takes less than
twenty minutes to get to everyone’s favorite store, so
Marion’s Super-Walmart is the
site of frequent late-night runs.
It sells everything, which
makes it great for a scavenger
hunt.

When your parents' freshly
emptied SUV pulls away
tomorrow, leaving you stranded in a hall full of strangers,
you'll probably have one of two
reactions:

Plunge the first Thursday of
each new school year. When
Community Outreach posts
sign-ups in the D.C., make sure
your name is on the list. The
Plunge is a great way to orient
yourself to Upland while making friends and beautifying the
neighborhood.
Go to church:

Run away or dive in.
College offers you a chance
to truly discover yourself, but
only if you accept the challenge. Taylor will change you,
but you will decide if the
change is good or bad. Here
are a few tips on how to make
the most of your first year here.
Meet people beyond your
own wing:
At Taylor, your wing usually
defines who you spend most of
your time with.Don't let geography limit your relationships.
You may struggle to branch out
since many activities at Taylor
revolve around wings, but
there's hope. Get involved
with TWO, study in the library,
join an ensemble, get to know
the people in your class discussion group or start a society
centered on a hobby — just
don't stay in your dorm.
Make friends with your professors:
Don't walk off with your
Taylor servant's towel without
eating dinner/ Christmas caroling/ watching a movie at a professor's house. Taylor professors have a lot to offer academically, but they're also excellent
resources in matters of spirituality and family. Most professors jump at the opportunity to
offer extra support. Don't ever
be afraid to ask for help.
Be a Plunger:
Taylor students reach out to
Upland through Community

My freshman year I opted to
attend "Bedside Baptist" on
sleepy Sunday mornings.
While it can be easy to assume
three-a-week Chapel services
more than meet your Christian
fellowship quota, Sunday
morning church gets you out of
"The Bubble" and into the
broader body of Christ. I regret
those lost Sundays I spent in
bed. Find a home church
immediately (upperclassmen
on your wing will help you) and
stick with it. Even if you need
to leave campus by 8:30 a.m. to
drive to Muncie, your soul will
thank you.
Read The Echo every week:
The Echo will keep you
informed on all aspects of student life. We offer you a weekly break from textbooks and
computer screens as we strive
to engage the campus in community discussion. The newspaper comes out every Friday
after chapel. You can pick up
your free copy at the bottom of
the Chapel stairs or at the top of
the D.C. stairs. Your parents
can also have The Echo sent to
their home for $35 a year.
Along with the acceptance letter you received from Taylor
last year, you got an invitation
to spend the next four years in a
community centered on the
common ideals of Christianity.
This year, I challenge you to
be intentional in your relationships with others and with
God. Make the most of your
first year. It's the only one
you'll get.
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"He who works with his hands is a laborer. He who works with his hands and his head is a craftsman.
He who works with his hands and his head and his heart is an artist."
-St. Francis of Assisi

Art Gallery features
20th century images
from Scripture
BY JOE DARLING
A&E EDITOR
"The Artist and the Bible: 20th
Century Works on Paper" art
collection finds its way to
Taylor University for a month
long stay in the Tyndale Art
Gallery 30 years after its
initial launch.
The exhibition of 55 original
works from the collection of
Edward and Diane Knippers
received a great deal of publicity in the past four years
through an organization known
as Christians in the Visual Arts.
For CIVA, the Knippers’ collection is just one of many that
they exhibit in university and
church galleries all over the
country to raise awareness of
Christian artistry.
The collection will have visited
27 galleries through CIVA by
the end of this year, according
to the the University of Dayton.
The pieces presented all capture various aspects of the
Christian faith through depictions of Old and New

Much like great literature and great
music, high-quality
original art can help
shape us to be more
profound people.
Edward Knippers

This month, Tyndale Gallery hosts a unique collection of modern religious art. Photo
Credit: Matt Wissman

Testament subjects. The majority of the works are easily recognizable Biblical events and
accessible to the common
viewer including scenes of
Adam and Eve, Sarah and the
angel, the Last Supper, Noah's
Ark and Christ carrying the
cross.
Also notable are some of the
artists whose works make
important thematic contributions to "The Artist and the
Bible." Widely known artists

include Marc Chagall, Georges
Rouault, Karl Caspar, Kaethe
Kollwitz, Sado Watanabe and
Otto Dix.
"Our home is filled with
images that demand something
of us, that point to ultimate
meanings and that evoke the
sacred,” said Edward Knippers,
painter and leading figure in
the contemporary Christian art
movement, in an 2002 interview with the Chicago Daily
Herald. “Much like great litera-

ture and great music, highquality original art can help
shape us to be more profound
people."
"The Artist and the Bible"
will be on display at Taylor
from September 1 through 30
before it resumes its tour
around
the United States.
The Tyndale Gallery is open
to students from 8 p.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday
and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday.

Music Department
Calendar of Events
September-

October-

Sat. 11: Jazz Ensemble,
Matthews Covered Bridge
Festival 11:00 a.m.
Matthews, IN
Sat. 18: Faculty Voice
Recital, Valentina Trubow,
Soprano and John Barnes,
Accompanist 7:30 Recital
Hall
Fri. 24: Performing Artist
Series Piano Concert
“The Long Duo” 8:00
p.m., Recital Hall For
tickets phone 995-5289
Sun. 26: White Linen
Concert featuring Music
Dept. Faculty 7:00 p.m.
Recital Hall

Fri. 1: Homecoming
“Prism” Concert featuring
Music Dept. Ensembles
For tickets phone 765998-5115
Sat. 9: Marion
Philharmonic Orchestra
“Rhapsody” 7:30 p.m.,
IWU Performing Arts
Center tickets available at
TU Music office
Mon. 18: OctubaFest 7:30
p.m. Recital Hall
Fri. 29: Performing Artist
Series, Indianapolis
Children’s Choir 8:00 p.m.,
Rediger Auditorium for
tickets phone 998-5289
Sat. 30: High school
ChoralFest 1:00 p.m.
Recital Hall

Campus
worship
ensemble
prepares for
outreach,
ministry
BY JOE DARLING
A&E EDITOR

The Artist and the Bible: 20th Century Works on Paper
From left, Last Supper by Jacques Richard Sassandra, Hagar in the Desert by Marc Chagall and Christ aux Bras levés
by Georges Roualt. Artwork courtesy the University of Dayton.

BY JOE DARLING
A&E EDITOR
Chorale and Taylor Sounds will
be holding auditions over
Welcome Weekend in the
Smith-Hermanson
Music
Center.
Auditions will consist of a
short solo or musical excerpt of
the performer’s choosing.
Piano accompaniment will be
provided for students who
bring a copy of their score.
Sign up sheets will be available
in the DC during regular meal
hours. Friday night, ensemble
student officers will be present
to speak with students and
answer questions about the
numerous music programs.
Students who wish to sing at

A&E

a high level and appreciate a
wide variety of music are
encouraged to participate in
tryouts, according to associate
professor JoAnn Rediger.
"For the student who loves
to make music it would be very

rewarding," said Rediger.
"Come by the table in the DC
and talk to the students. Then
see how it would fit in your
schedule."
In addition to Chorale and
Sounds, students can inquire

about additional instrumental
opportunities in the music
department such as the symphonic and jazz bands,
orchestra and bell choir in the
Smith-Hermanson
Music
Center and the DC lobby.

Parents, it’s not too late!
You can still stay in “The Loop” with Taylor’s official student news source.

Echo
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Taylor
Ensembles
offer
auditions
Welcome
Weekend

Amid the slew of auditions for
musical groups like Chorale,
Sounds and the various campus
bands, Taylor's praise choir,
"Adoration," will invite students to get involved in a
slightly less formal vocal
ensemble.
Though performance and
vocal excellence are still
important components of the
group's values, Adoration differs from other musical groups
on campus because it places
more emphasis on ministering
and connecting to their audiences.
The direction of the group
took a sharp turn last spring as
director Amy Fata made some
serious decisions concerning
the focus of the group. Before
last spring, Adoration was
known as University Chorus
and primarily performed in
chapel and concerts on campus.
The group changed its name
and decided to look outward,
focusing its efforts on the principles of praise and worship,
according to Fata.
"[Adoration] is now a praise

T
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The subscription rate for the 2004-2005
academic year is $35. Please remit your
check with this completed form to:
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Taylor University
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Thank you for subscribing to The Echo.
If you have any questions regarding
your subscription, please call (765) 9985359 or e-mail echo@tayloru.edu.

Vocal excellence is
important but even
more to me is
someone who is very
spiritually-minded
and prepared to
minister
Amy Fata
Adoration Director
choir trained to lead worship,"
said Fata. "The whole choir
took a new direction."
Fata took on the challenge
of leading 20 students in an
experiment that she felt would
not only minister to the people
who listened but also to those
involved. One member of the
ensemble, Joanna Kolbe, took a
particular liking to the smallersized group because it was
much more conducive to deepening spiritual relationships.
Adoration members also participated in bible studies and testimony sharing opportunities
with one another.
"The dynamic of the group
changed a lot," said Kolbe.
"Once we got organized, it really worked out."
Kolbe approved of Fata's
leadership and the expertise she
offers in music training.
"Amy talked about worship
and how to worship. She
imparted a lot of knowledge
and wisdom."
Fata is looking for students
who are not only interested in
singing but also interested in
understanding the concepts of
praise and worship. Adoration
aims for a much higher purpose
than merely entertaining a
crowd. Fata emphasizes spiritual growth and hopes that participants and spectators alike
will be touched by the music.
"Vocal excellence is important but even more to me is
someone who is very spiritually-minded and prepared to minister," said Fata.
Adoration will be conducting auditions next week.
Students interested in learning
more are encouraged to ask
questions in the lobby of the
DC on Monday and sign up for
a brief and informal tryout. The
ensemble is also seeking students interested in providing
accompaniment such as guitar,
bass and drums.

S PORTS
THIS WEEK...
MEN’S SOCCER
2 p.m.

vs. Olivet Nazarene

VOLLEYBALL
Friday
Saturday

3/7 p.m.
12 p.m.

at John Brown University
at John Brown University

MEN’S TENNIS
Thursday

3 p.m.

at Earlham

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Saturday
Thursday

9 a.m.
3:30 p.m.

at Manchester Classic
at Anderson University

Photo by Matt Wissman

Back row: Karen Kostaroff, Katie Marcham, Katie Bertrand, Kristin
Smith. Front row: Sarah Shinham, Katie Blechl, Jen Frey.

Women’s soccer
freshmen finding their spots
BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR
With plenty of experience
returning – only one graduated
senior – from a 9-7-2 season,
rebuilding isn’t on anyone’s
mind. However, there is always
room for new talent, and the
Taylor women’s soccer team
has found plenty of it.
First-year head coach Jeff
Marsee ushers in seven newcomers to the team, one of
which is a sophomore that didn’t play last year.
Karen Kostaroff, Kristin
Smith, Katie Marcham, Jen
Frey, Katie Bertrand and Sarah
Shinham are the freshmen that
Marsee will count on to provide quality minutes and add
to the team’s array of weapons.
The sophomore newcomer to
the team is Katie Blechl, a premed major who too last year off
from soccer to devote her time
to her studies. After realizing
how much she missed soccer,
she decided to play again.
The team has been practicing

since August 16 and the freshmen are making the adjustment
to the college level.
“It has been really hard but
good,” Blechl said of the preseason so far. “We knew people
were going to have to step up
from last year, and that the transition to a new coach was a
concern, but we’ve really come
together and everyone has a
good attitude.”
The team had its first game
on Wednesday and was rewarded for its hard-work during the
pre-season with a 3-2 win over
Judson (Ill.) College.
“It’s a lot more intense and
physical,” Blechl said of the
difference between the high
school and college levels.
“There’s no walking on the
field at all. There’s a lot more
hustle. If you’re not running to
every ball as hard as you can,
you’re not going to make it.”
Though the team didn’t beat
Judson as well as it would have
liked, the returning experience
and added talent should ease
the transition from athletic trainer to head
soccer coach for
Marsee.
The freshmen are
ready for the season to
get underway and get
into a routine aside
from two-a-days.
“Conditioning has
been the toughest part
so far,” Bertrand said.
“It’s been tough but
beneficial.”
“The hardest part for
me has been trying to
get past wanting to
give up,” Blechl said.
With the experience
the team has returning
and the wealth of talent it has coming in,
there’s no sign of giving up any time soon.

Freshmen try to adjust to their first college pre-camp
BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR
Adjusting to the college game
can be a major wake-up call for
incoming freshmen athletes.
No longer are they the standout
seniors their team could count
on, as they were the year
before. They come in at the
bottom, hoping to fit in and
contribute as well as possible.
Hoping to make a name for
themselves while trying to
make it through the physically
and mentally demanding two
weeks of pre-camp.
They get a head start on the
rest of the incoming freshman
class, arriving on campus two
weeks early. But those two
weeks are spent running and
training and learning the college game in the grueling heat
of the dog days of summer,
instead of enjoying the college
life by playing video games
and eating twinkies.
“It’s a lot different from high
school,” freshman offensive
lineman Drew Cowan said.
“It’s really time-consuming.
We’re around football all day.
It’s a big time commitment.”
Gone are the days of going to
school all day and practice in
the afternoon. For two weeks
before the rest of the student
body arrives and classes get
underway, the athletes become
slaves to their game. As tough
as it is for freshman to adjust, it
will be worth it in the long run
when the first kickoff sails
through the air on Sept. 4.
“It’s been a pretty good camp
so far,” freshman wide receiver
Ryan Gregory said. “I’ve been
able to adjust fairly well to the
practice layout. The upperclassmen and returning players
have really helped out and the
coaches have been great, helping us get into a routine.”
While the freshmen are trying
to make the adjustment as

smooth as possible, they are
also trying to make a name for
themselves.
“I have to learn the new plays
and schemes and new routes
compared to the ones we did in
high school,” Gregory said.

Top: Walk-on sophomore Katie Blechl takes a shot on goal.
Bottom: Freshman Kristin Smith passes to an open player.

Overall the freshman have
adjusted well and have high
goals for the season.
“We want to be a part of starting something that turns TU
football around for the years to
come,” Lehman said.

An inside look at the last day of camp for fall athletes

Above right: Freshman running back Anthony Lee Jr. keeps his
eyes on the ball during a pass-catching drill. Lee is expected to
compete for playing time in the backfield for the Taylor football
team this fall. The team opens its season next Saturday at William
Penn University in Oskaloosa, Iowa. The Trojans’ home opener is
September 25 against St. Ambrose.

Photos by Matt Wissman

“The biggest thing is getting
experience,” freshman linebacker Adam Lehman said.
“The freshman class is very
good. We have a lot of talent,
but we’re not experienced in
the college game yet.”

A day at pre-camp

Above: Freshman Ryan Anderson receives a pass as freshman
Nate Miller looks on. Anderson and Miller are just two of the
freshmen looking to make an impact on the men’s soccer team.
The team starts its season tomorrow at home against Olivet
Nazarene University at 2 p.m.
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Right: Freshman Karis Aulie hits a serve in a doubles match in
practice on Thursday. The team’s first match is tomorrow at
Manchester College. Its first home match is next Saturday against
Marian College at 10 a.m.
Photos by Matt Wissman

